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NAVAL AMPHIBIOUS
BASE - “This is incredible,
I'm so happy this happened
and I'm very happy to be
here.” said Capt. Tom Kelly
USN (ret), at a ceremony
held last Saturday at Naval
Amphibicus Base Corona-
do, honoring the soldiers
and Sailors who served
aboard Command Commu-
nications Boats in the Viet-
nam conflict.

Kelly, who commanded
River Assault Division 152
in 1968 and '69 and re-
ceived a Medal of Honor as
and a Purple Heart for his
actlons in Vietnam was one
of several hundred veterans
and family members who
gathered to pay tribute to
each other and those who
gave their lives in carrying
out their duties,

The CCBs were the wa-
terborne commumnications
platform for the joint Navy
and Army operations dur-
Ing search and destroy
missions in the Mekong
Delta of South Vietnam.
The actions and positioning
of Naval units and ground
troops were controlled from
the CCBs. Tactical commu-
nications were monitored
and maintained with all
Army field operations com-
manders, helicopter gun
ships. ground units, Navy
forces, and other 1.5, and
South Vietnamese forces
involved in combat opera-
tions.

ThE CCBE‘ ﬁﬁ- reE't lﬂn_gf
and 17 and a half feet
wide, contained eight racks
and no galley. Kelly said

living in such close quar- |

ters with the other people
in his crew created bonds
that were closer than fami-

y.

"We bonded out there in
a way that someone who
wasn't there will never un-
derstand. We call ourselves
brothers, but we were clos-
er than brothers. That's the
most amazing thing aboul
being here today. 1 haven't
seen some of these guys in
more than 30 years, but we
loved each other then and
we love each other now.
We're as close as we ever
were,” he said.

CCBs participated in ev-
ery joint Army/Navy offen-
sive sweep operations
against Vietcong
strongholds in the Mekong
Delta. They carried the
Naval squadron comman-
ders and the Army battal-
jon operations staff who di-
rected the operations. After
Army ground troops were
inserted, the CCBs re-
mained in the area to pro-
vide gunfire support when
called upon by combat
ground forces. Operations
typically lasted about a
week

A retired Army Lt. Gen,
Patrick Hughes was a pla-
toon leader of the 9th in-
fantry. the Army unit that
deployed with the CCBs.
During the ceremony, and
expressed his gratitude to
the people who helped
make the memorial a reali-
ty.
i “l commend all the Navy
leadership for supporting
this memorial on their
base. This is an lmportant
part of our history and I'm
glad to see It preserved for
future generations of
Sailors and soldiers. This
memorial is for the
Army/Navy team, and | am
so happy and so proud to
see it done here,” said

_Hughes. - =
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The memorial is located
at the Council Internation-
al Du Sport Militare Field
at NAB. The memorial con-
sists of a swift boat, a pa-
trol river boat and a com-
mand communiecation boat.

In front of the boats is a
wall, which when finished
will bear flags and plagues
with the names, rates, unit
names and awards of those
killed in action or missing
in action while serving in a
river patrol.

The motivation behind
the memorial came from
Ralph Fries, a retired chief
warrani officer who served
aboard a patrol boat dur-
ing the Vieinam War.

"In 1986, | saw the Mo-
bile Vietnam Memorial
Wall. It is a beautiful and
moving tribute to those
whao paid the ultimate
price, but | wanted to see
more. The wall at CISM
he reality of that desire,
and is set to be finished in
200# Volunteers are doing
all the work for the memo-
rial.

The dedication ceremo-
ny was held on a sunny af-
ternoon, with the many
flags gently swaying in the
breeze. Next to the CCB, a
small table was set, the
place of honor traditionally

reserved for those MIA and
POW's: As a bugler played
taps, two wreaths were
placed on the sides of the
table. As the lasl notes fad-
ed. William Reynolds, who
had been an Army Sgt.
aboard a CCB' said,"For
ithose of you that are here.
I welecome you and am
happy to see you all. For
those who are not, don't
ever think yourselves for-
gotten. You are remem-
bered and missed. You will
always be our brothers.”




